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‘‘(F) the plan of such applicant to meet stand-

ards set forth in section 641A(a)(1), with par-
ticular attention to the standards set forth in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of such section; 

‘‘(G) the proposed budget and plan of such 
applicant to maintain strong fiscal controls and 
cost effective fiscal management; 

‘‘(H) the plan of such applicant to coordinate 
the Head Start program the applicant proposes 
to carry out, with other local early learning pro-
grams for young children, including— 

‘‘(i) programs implementing grants under the 
Early Reading First and Even Start programs 
under subparts 2 and 3 of part B of title I of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6371 et seq., 6381 et seq.); 

‘‘(ii) and programs under section 619 and part 
C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et seq.); 

‘‘(iii) State prekindergarten programs; 
‘‘(iv) child care programs; and 
‘‘(v) the educational programs that the chil-

dren participating in the Head Start program 
will enter at the age of compulsory school at-
tendance; 

‘‘(I) the plan of such applicant to coordinate 
the Head Start program that the applicant pro-
poses to carry out, with public and private enti-
ties that are willing to commit resources to assist 
the Head Start program in meeting its program 
needs; 

‘‘(J) the plan of such applicant— 
‘‘(i) to seek the involvement of parents (in-

cluding grandparents and kinship caregivers, as 
appropriate) of children participating in the 
proposed Head Start program, in activities (at 
home and, if practicable, at the location of the 
Head Start program) designed to help such par-
ents become full partners in the education of 
their children; 

‘‘(ii) to afford such parents the opportunity to 
participate in the development and overall con-
duct of the program at the local level; 

‘‘(iii) to offer (directly or through referral to 
local entities, such as entities carrying out Even 
Start programs under subchapter 3 of part B of 
title I of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6381 et seq.), public 
and school libraries, and entities carrying out 
family support programs) to such parents— 

‘‘(I) family literacy services; and 
‘‘(II) parenting skills training; 
‘‘(iv) to offer to parents of participating chil-

dren, mental health services (either directly or 
through referral to local entities), including sub-
stance abuse counseling and information on ma-
ternal depression and on the effect of drug-ex-
posure on infants and fetal alcohol syndrome; 

‘‘(v) at the option of such applicant, to offer 
(directly or through referral to local entities) to 
such parents— 

‘‘(I) training in basic child development (in-
cluding cognitive, social, and emotional develop-
ment); 

‘‘(II) assistance in developing literacy and 
communication skills; 

‘‘(III) opportunities to share experiences with 
other parents (including parent mentor relation-
ships); 

‘‘(IV) regular in-home visitation; 
‘‘(V) mental and behavioral health services; or 
‘‘(VI) any other activity designed to help such 

parents become full partners in the education of 
their children; 

‘‘(vi) to provide, with respect to each partici-
pating family, a family needs assessment that 
includes consultation with such parents, in a 
manner and language that such parents can un-
derstand, about the benefits of parent involve-
ment and about the activities described in sub-
paragraph (H) in which such parents may 
choose to become involved (taking into consider-
ation their specific family needs, work sched-
ules, and other responsibilities); and 

‘‘(vii) to extend outreach to fathers, in appro-
priate cases, in order to strengthen the role of 
fathers in families, in the education of their 
young children, and in the Head Start program, 

by working directly with fathers and father fig-
ures through activities such as— 

‘‘(I) in appropriate cases, including fathers in 
home visits and providing culturally appropriate 
opportunities for direct father-child inter-
actions; and 

‘‘(II) targeting increased male participation in 
the conduct of the program; 

‘‘(K) the plan of such applicant to meet the 
needs of limited English proficient children and 
their families, including procedures to identify 
such children, plans to provide trained per-
sonnel, and plans to provide services to assist 
the children in making progress toward the ac-
quisition of the English language, while making 
meaningful progress in attaining the knowledge, 
skills, abilities, and development described in 
section 641A(a)(1)(B); 

‘‘(L) the plan of such applicant to meet the di-
verse cultural needs of the population served; 

‘‘(M) the plan of such applicant to meet the 
needs of children with disabilities; 

‘‘(N) the plan of such applicant who chooses 
to assist younger siblings of children who will 
participate in the Head Start program to obtain 
health, including mental health, services from 
other sources; 

‘‘(O) the plan of such applicant to collaborate 
with other entities carrying out public or private 
early childhood education and child care pro-
grams in the community; 

‘‘(P) the plan of such applicant to meet the 
needs of homeless children, including transpor-
tation needs, and children in foster care and 
children and families experiencing toxic stress; 

‘‘(Q) the plan of such applicant to maintain a 
qualified staff, including a teaching staff quali-
fied to implement research-based curricula 
aligned with the Head Start Child Outcomes 
Framework developed by the Secretary and to 
the early learning standards in State in which 
such program would operate; 

‘‘(R) the plan of such applicant to enter into 
memoranda of understanding with local edu-
cational agencies within the service area, as de-
scribed in section 642B(a); and 

‘‘(S) other factors related to the requirements 
of this subchapter. 

‘‘(f) INTERIM PROVIDER.—If no agency in the 
community receives priority designation under 
subsection (c), and there is no qualified appli-
cant in the community, the Secretary shall des-
ignate a qualified agency to carry out the Head 
Start program in the community on an interim 
basis until a qualified applicant from the com-
munity is so designated. 

‘‘(g) PARENT AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPA-
TION.—The Secretary shall require that the 
practice of significantly involving parents and 
area residents affected by the program in the se-
lection of Head Start agencies be continued. 

‘‘(h) COMMUNITY.—For purposes of this sub-
chapter, a community may be a city, county, or 
multicity or multicounty unit within a State, an 
Indian reservation (including Indians in any 
off-reservation area designated by an appro-
priate tribal government in consultation with 
the Secretary) or a neighborhood or other area 
(irrespective of boundaries or political subdivi-
sions) which provides a suitable organizational 
base and possesses the commonality of interest 
needed to operate a Head Start program.’’. 
SEC. 7. QUALITY STANDARDS; MONITORING OF 

HEAD START AGENCIES AND PRO-
GRAMS. 

Section 641A of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 
9836a) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 641A. QUALITY STANDARDS; MONITORING 

OF HEAD START AGENCIES AND PRO-
GRAMS. 

‘‘(a) QUALITY STANDARDS.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS.—The Sec-

retary shall modify, as necessary, program per-
formance standards by regulation applicable to 
Head Start agencies, programs, and projects 
under this subchapter, including— 

‘‘(A) performance standards with respect to 
services required to be provided, including 

health, parental involvement, nutritional, so-
cial, transition activities described in section 
642(d), and other services; 

‘‘(B) scientifically based and developmentally 
appropriate early learning standards related to 
school readiness that are based on the Head 
Start Child Outcomes Framework to ensure that 
the children participating in the program, at a 
minimum develop and demonstrate— 

‘‘(i) language knowledge and skills, including 
oral language and listening comprehension; 

‘‘(ii) prereading knowledge and skills that 
prepare children for early literacy in schools in-
cluding phonological awareness, print aware-
ness and print skills, and alphabetic knowledge; 

‘‘(iii) mathematics knowledge and skills, in-
cluding aspects of classification, seriation, num-
ber, spatial relations, and time; 

‘‘(iv) science knowledge and skills, including 
measurement; 

‘‘(v) cognitive abilities related to academic 
achievement and general knowledge; 

‘‘(vi) social and emotional development related 
to early learning, school success, social problem- 
solving, and overall well-being; 

‘‘(vii) approaches to learning related to child 
development and early learning; 

‘‘(viii) creative arts; and 
‘‘(ix) in the case of limited-English proficient 

children, progress toward acquisition of the 
English language while making meaningful 
progress in attaining the knowledge, skills, 
abilities, and development described in clauses 
(i) through (viii), including progress made 
through the use of culturally and linguistically 
appropriate instructional services; 

‘‘(C) administrative and financial manage-
ment standards; 

‘‘(D) standards relating to the condition and 
location of facilities for such agencies, pro-
grams, and projects; and 

‘‘(E) such other standards as the Secretary 
finds to be appropriate. 

‘‘(2) CONSIDERATIONS IN DEVELOPING STAND-
ARDS.—In developing the standards required 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(A) consult with experts in the fields of child 
development, early childhood education, child 
health care, family services (including linguis-
tically and culturally appropriate services to 
limited English proficient children and their 
families), administration, and financial manage-
ment, and with persons with experience in the 
operation of Head Start programs; 

‘‘(B) take into consideration— 
‘‘(i) past experience with use of the standards 

in effect under this subchapter on October 27, 
1998; 

‘‘(ii) changes over the period since October 27, 
1998, in the circumstances and problems typi-
cally facing children and families served by 
Head Start agencies; 

‘‘(iii) recommendations from the report on De-
velopmental Outcomes and Assessments for 
Young Children by the National Academy of 
Sciences, when it becomes available; 

‘‘(iv) developments concerning research-based 
practices with respect to early childhood edu-
cation and development, children with disabil-
ities, family services, program administration, 
and financial management; 

‘‘(v) projected needs of an expanding Head 
Start program; 

‘‘(vi) guidelines and standards currently in ef-
fect or under consideration that promote child 
health services and physical development, in-
cluding outdoor activity that supports children’s 
motor development and overall health and nu-
trition; 

‘‘(vii) changes in the population of children 
who are eligible to participate in Head Start 
programs, including the language and cultural 
background and family structure of such chil-
dren; 

‘‘(viii) mechanisms to ensure that children 
participating in Head Start programs make a 
successful transition to the schools that the chil-
dren will be attending; and 
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